
Writing Workshop
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The 7 areas of 
learning all have 

equal importance.



How many times have you written 
something today?



Why is transcription (handwriting) 
important? 

Writing is complicated! So many skills go into writing.

Fluent transcription is the automaticity of writing without having to 
think about forming letters.

Fluent transcription reduces cognitive overload. Once fluent, children 
automatically know: 

• To hold a pencil correctly in preparation for fluent writing.

• The correct place to start and end writing letters.

• The direction and shape of each letter or grapheme.



Repeated Practice

• Repeated practice beyond the lesson helps children move their 
new learning into their long-term memory.



Writing in Reception

ELG

• Write recognisable letters, 

most of which are 

correctly formed.

• Spell words by identifying 

sounds in them and 

representing the sounds 

with a letter or letters.

• Write simple phrases and 

sentences that can be read 

by others.



Writing in Year 1

This 
information is 
in the parent 

pack.



Left-handed writers

• Children will show a dominant hand for mark making and 
writing. 

• Make sure that left-handed children sit on the left-hand side.

• Teach left-handed children to rotate their paper/books 45 
degrees clockwise to help them see what they are writing.

• Help them to hold their pencil correctly. Children should be 
writing with a pencil on home learning sheets.

• In other activities involving the hands, for example, catching, 
encourage the use of both hands. 



We use Drawing Club as an 
approach to writing in Reception. 



What is Drawing Club?

It is simply an approach to writing created by 
Greg Bottrill. 

Drawing Club is a daily 10-minute whole 
class session, followed by the ‘Drawing Club’ 

itself.  It is based around three key aims; 
supporting children's progress with mark 

making, mathematics, and making 
conversation.



Mark Making

• The drawing itself.

• Letters, sounds, words, codes.

Drawing Club is always centred around a child’s unique next 
step. Throughout a child’s time in Drawing Club, they will 

increase their fine motor skills with purpose. We will support 
children with their unique next steps, whether this be 
developing a strong pencil grip, applying their phonic 
knowledge to writing that supports their drawing or 

sequencing sentences to form narratives!



Mathematics

• Numbering features/amounts, codes.

Drawing is full of mathematical opportunities, whether that be 
counting, comparing, writing numerals or using mathematical 

language. These concepts are modelled by staff leading 
Drawing Club so that children become confident in using this 

in their own drawing and writing.



Making Conversation

• Describing the marks made, collaborating with others, listening 
to other children’s ideas, using the new vocabulary, transferring 
Drawing Club skills into the provision. 

Throughout Drawing Club, we model and support children with 
developing conversational skills. We focus on ensuring that children 

can talk confidently, listen to and respect the ideas of others, and 
provide opportunities for children to collaborate. Each week, we 

introduce children to new vocabulary and support them in using this 
within and beyond Drawing Club itself.



Why Drawing Club?

• Children love drawing!

• Drawing brings imagination to life.

• Vocabulary is introduced in a contextual way.

• Huge benefits for fine motor.

• Every interaction with each child in Drawing Club is keyed into 
their unique next step. This is the ‘cusp of confidence’. 

Drawing is the hook that can naturally lead children into the joy of writing, 
reading, mathematics, and the next steps they can take to move forward.

Greg Bottrill



Why Drawing Club?

• It is not about being good at drawing!

• The skills from Drawing Club can transfer into all areas of 
learning. 

Drawing is the hook that can naturally lead children into the joy of 
writing, reading, mathematics, and the next steps they can take to 

move forward.
Greg Bottrill





Moment 1

• 2 minutes on the carpet.

• Share the vocabulary, and a simple definition. 

• Create an action.

Vocabulary

Most importantly, put the vocabulary 
into context.



Moment 2

• 5 minutes on the carpet.

• Share the story/tale/animation. 

Story sharing



Moment 3

• 3 minutes on the carpet. 

• Adult to model the daily challenge to the children on the carpet/

• Confidently model the 3 M’s.

Modelled drawing



Moment 4

• The club itself! 

• Small groups, 1:1. 

• Complete in books once a week.

• Opportunity to join the club in the provision with the resources 
available. 

Drawing Club



Challenges

Monday Character

Tuesday Setting 

Wednesday Adventure 

Thursday Adventure 





“Quick, draw a ladder”.

“The monster is inside the house!”.

“I’ll climb my ladder and then go through the window and into the 
corridor. The monster is in the bedroom”.





Fine Motor Skills

In the Reception provision, children have daily access to fine 
motor activities, and resources. These include:

• Playdough 

• Weaving 

• Threading 

• Jigsaw puzzles

• Tweezers 

• Pencil grips



How can you help?

• Encourage writing for a purpose- e.g. cards, shopping lists.

• Reception Maple love writing in notepads and on sticky notes. 

• Make it fun! 

• Complete the home learning writing sheets. 

• Be positive, model, and embrace mistakes. 

• Fine motor activities- threading, playdough, cutting, painting.

• Cutting shapes.  
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