
Garden Village Primary Academy Curriculum Overview: Soaring to Excellence – Vocabulary Progression 
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Our Vision Our vision for Garden Village Primary Academy is to work in close collaboration with parents, the local and wider community to enable every child in their learning 

journey, ‘Soaring to Excellence’.  

 

In all pupils, we will foster an absolute feeling of belonging, self-worth, high aspiration, and independence alongside the self-belief that there are no limits to what they can 

personally accomplish. We will bestow the experiences, resources, structures, and systems to enable all to engage, all to progress and all to achieve their full potential, living 

their life to the full. 

 

Our curriculum ethos will reflect the Fierté Trust values:  we care, we leave no one behind, we celebrate individuality, and we are brave.  

 

 

Aims  Garden Village Primary Academy’s Curriculum, is aligned to the following evidence informed principles:  

• Deep, broad and balanced.    

• Coherent and progressive through and across key stages, subjects and year groups building 

on children’s prior learning.    

• Ambitious; underpinned by the highest of expectations.  

• Founded on developing knowledge, understanding and skills.  

• Inspiring so pupils are equipped with the ‘cultural capital’ they need to succeed.  

 

•     Flexible, inclusive, and responsive to needs.  

•     Memorable and sensitive to the local context.  

•     Rich in outdoor learning experiences for all.  

 

The Big 

Ideas  
(Curriculum 

Key Concepts) 

Sustainability 

 

 

 

 

Opportunity Appreciation 

 

Resilience Inquiry 

 

Nature 

 

Global 

 

Technological 

Advancement 

Observe critically 

Key skills and 

vocabulary 

associated 

with the Big 

Ideas. 

Problem Solving, 

Environmental, 

Responsibility and 

Empowerment. 

Citizenship, Spiritual, 

Moral, Social and Cultural, 

Creativity, Preparation for 

the Future and Aspiration. 

Diversity, Inclusivity, 

Identity, Cultural 

Awareness, Beliefs, 

Belonging and Difference. 

Change, Courage, 

Determination, Continuity, 

Physical and Emotional 

Well-being, Self-awareness, 

Positive Relationships, and 

Collaboration. 

Curiosity, Investigation, 

Exploration. 

Natural word, 

Conservation  

 

Behaviour and Personality. 

Interconnectedness, 

Communication, Global 

Citizenship, and 

Community. 

Problem Solving, 

Information Literacy, 

Digital Literacy, 

Innovation. 

Critical Thinking 

Specific 

subjects 

where the Big 

Ideas will be 

taught. 

Science 

 

Geography 

Music, Physical Education, 

Personal, Social and Health 

Education. 

Religious Education, 

Personal, Social and Health 

Education, Music, Art, 

Design & Technology. 

Music, Modern Foreign 

Language, Physical 

Education, Personal, Social 

and Health Education, 

History and Geography. 

Computing, Science, 

History and Geography. 

Science, Geography and 

Personal, Social and Health 

Education. 

Music, Modern Foreign 

Language, Personal, Social 

and Health Education, 

History and Geography. 

Music, Science, Computing, 

Design & Technology and 

Mathematics. 

Art and Design, Science, 

Computing 

   

 

  
 

 



Reception DT 

Recycle, temporary 

joins, materials, 

natural, man-made, 

decision,  

Music 

Voice, sound, 

instrument, high, low, 

squeaky, soft, deep, 

body sounds, body 

percussion, tempo, 

rhythm, beat, 

instrumental sounds, 

tempo, dynamic, 

environmental 

sounds, pitch, middle, 

nature sounds 

 

DT 

Prepare, evaluate, 

generate, ingredients, 

packaging. 

Music 

Diwali, celebration, 

traditional, 

Hanukkah, harp, 

flute, Jewish, trumpet, 

cymbals, tambourine, 

Kwanzaa, Africa, 

culture, call, response, 

Christian, orchestra, 

conductor  

 

RE: 

Harvest, teachings, 

Diwali, Christingle, 

Christmas Story, 

worship, sacred, 

creation, belonging, 

promises, celebration.  

History 

Courageous, 

achievement. 

 

PSHE 

Supportive, peaceful, 

anxious, worried, 

proud, affectionate, 

positive, scared, 

unique, share, 

valuable, individual, 

collaboration, 

confident, fair, equal, 

challenge. 

 

Physical Education: 

Rhythm, stretch, curl, 

twist, join, link, flow, 

teamwork, balance, 

control, shape, 

sequence, timing, 

pathway, movement, 

direction.  

 

Alternate, reach, 

apparatus, cooperate, 

individual, partner, 

agility, switch, 

through, pause, 

prepare, freeze, 

weight, powerful. 

Geography: 

Identify, photograph, 

route, search, feel, 

notice, observe, 

sound.  

 

History 

A long time ago, after, 

before, change, 

different, history, 

remember, new, now, 

old, order, past, 

present, similar, then.  

 

Art & Design 

Artist, bumpy, chalk, 

feeling, hard, line, 

long, mark, mark 

making, medium, oil 

pastel, pattern, 

ridged, rough, 

rubbing, self-portrait, 

smooth, squiggly, 

straight, texture, 

thick, thin, wavy, zig-

zag 

 

Science:  

Sty, barn stable coop 

Fruit, vegetable, 

senses. 

Geography: 

Beach, blizzard, 

countryside, desert, 

forest, mountain, 

polar, rainforest, 

sand, dune, waterfall, 

weather, acorn, 

autumn, bark, 

freezing, frosty. 

 

Seed, spring, summer, 

winter. 

 

Lake, river. 

 

Art 

3D art, sculpture, 

landscape, clay. 

 

Geography: 

Above, aerial, bird’s 

eye view, map. 

 

Direction, feature, 

find, journey. 

 

UK, England, 

Scotland, Northern 

Ireland, Wales, city. 

 

Town, village. 

 

History 

Power, present, 

queen, royalty, rule 

King 

 

Computing 

Technology, 

computer, mouse, 

trackpad, keyboard, 

screen, double-click, 

typing. 

 

Bee-Bot, forwards, 

backwards, turn, 

clear, go, instructions, 

directions, left, right, 

route, plan, program. 

 

 

Art 

Observe, evaluate 

 

 

Texts to 

support the 

wider 

curriculum 

Somebody Swallowed 

Stanley (Sarah 

Roberts) 

In the Darkness of the 

Night 

by Emily Rand 

A World for Me and 

You (Uju Asika)  

The Perfect Fit 

(Naomi Jones) 

The Colour Monster 

(Llenas) 

 

*Look What I Found 

on the Farm by Moira 

Butterfield   

• Handa’s Surprise 

by Eileen Browne  

• The Lighthouse 

Keeper’s Lunch by 

Ronda and David 

Armitage 

• You Can’t Taste a 

Pickle with Your Ear! 

by Harriet Ziefert 

• The Listening Walk 

by Paul Showers  

•Gingerbread Man 

Here we are (Oliver 

Jeffers) 

Martha Maps It Out 

by Leigh Hodgkinson 

The Hundred Decker 

Bus 

by Mike Smith 

 

Tree: Seasons Come, 

Seasons Go 

(Patricia Hegarty & 

Britta Teckentrup) 

Mixed: An inspiring 

story about colour 

by Arree Chung 

 

https://theteacherscollection.com/book/martha-maps-it-out/
https://theteacherscollection.com/book/the-hundred-decker-bus/
https://theteacherscollection.com/book/the-hundred-decker-bus/

